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REFLECTION  

 

Out of the Ordinary 

 

out of the ordinary comes love 

big enough to build a house that's open 

to those who yearn that God might enter in, 

and breathe light through the dark that we have made 

 

out of the ordinary love that spreads 

wide her arms, embracing those  

left by the side of the road, who've heard 

time after time they are not good enough 

 

out of the ordinary God that comes 

into life not to kill joy but to kindle it, a God 

who's crossed out all our wrongs and welcomes us 

back home with happiness, 

bigger than we ever could believe 

 

  Kenneth Steven 

 From his new book ‘Out of the Ordinary’ St Andrew 

Press, 2020.  Reproduced with permission. 

 

    



From the West Manse 

 
We are living in ordinary times.  
 
I suspect that isn’t what you expect to read 
anywhere in 2021. After all, all around the world for  
over a year now folks have been living through and commenting 
on what unprecedented times these are.  
 
And yet, they are also ordinary times. I was struck by that this 
week, having conducted a wedding, a funeral, and had a 
conversation with a young family about baptism. In the copious 
guideline documents we have to wade through these days, such 
things are called ‘life events’.  
 
On the one hand, the way these events are conducted right now is 
not exactly ordinary. Who would have thought two years ago that 
I would have to sanitise my hands before passing around the pen 
to sign the register, ask baptismal parents to hold their own 
babies, nod to funeral families rather than shake their hands, or 
take into consideration which mask would best coordinate with a 
couple’s wedding theme colours?  
 
In another sense, however, the fact that these life events still 
happen is a reminder that ordinary life does continue, even in 
extraordinary times. People still fall in love and want to commit to 
one another; children are born and blessed; folks become ill, age, 
and die.  
 
We’ve all had to make adjustments in how we manage our 
ordinary lives, but nevertheless they continue. Wages are earned, 
meals are cooked, beds are slept in, houses are tidied (or not, as 
the case may be), weeds are pulled, conversations take place, 
books are read, walks are taken, cups of tea are drunk, and so 
forth.  



 
One of the gifts of faith is the belief that God is with us in the 
ordinary, as well as the extraordinary.   In some ways this is 
reflected in the church calendar. The months between now and 
Advent, with minor variations among denominations, are known 
as ‘the season after Pentecost’ or simply ‘ordinary time’. Advent, 
Christmas, Epiphany, Lent and Easter are packed into the first half 
of the church year. The Easter season officially ends with the 
dramatic events of Pentecost and then we, the people of God, are 
in ordinary time.  
 
A lot of faith development and growth, like a lot of life, happens in 
ordinary times. Yes, major events can stir major changes in us, but 
true faith is day to day faith. As Kenneth Steven’s lovely poem 
(which you can read over the page) says, ‘out of the ordinary 
comes love’. 
 
Over the next few weeks we’re going to be thinking on Sundays 
about what it means to follow God in ordinary times. How do we 
learn to pay attention to God, to nurture our faith, to develop our 
relationship with him and strengthen our commitment and 
mission in the quiet mundanity of everyday life?  
 
To begin with, I’m going to be asking people about their favourite 
everyday places - this could be an armchair, a woodland path, your 
car, a zoom chat room - any place you spend time on a regular 
basis. Please feel free to send me messages/emails/photos!   
 
Together we’ll explore the places, the habits, the patterns, the 
times where we may not have noticed God before, but where he is 
waiting to be found.  
 
One day, no doubt, all pandemic restrictions will be lifted and we 
will look back on the Covid years as a historical event. But we don’t 
have to wait until then to treasure the ordinary. We can find 



richness and value in it now. Whatever life events come and go, 
let’s work together in this ordinary time on infusing our ordinary 
lives with the awareness of God’s extraordinary love.  
 
Blessings 
 
Rhona 

 

BROWSING FOR BOOKS IS BACK! 

A very ordinary thing to do which many people will have sorely 
missed during lockdown is to go into a well stocked library or book 
store and browse the collection.  So, it is good to know that 
Inverurie Library is now able to offer customers the opportunity to 
browse the bookshelves. It’s been more than a year since libraries 
have been able to let customers explore their collections in person 
but you are now able to book a slot to visit one of the  Book to 
Browse libraries. 

There is a limit to the number of customers allowed in the building 
at one time, so booking is essential. You can book online, or via the 
customer helpline by calling 01467 532929. 

Each booking slot is 30 minutes in length and although you can 
arrive at any point within your booked slot you must leave the 
library by the end of your allocated time. Sadly, at the moment 
you won’t be able to sit and read or study but you will be able to 
browse the shelves and select the items you would like to borrow. 

Full details about what happens at the library are available at:  

https://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries/book-to-
browse/ 

 

https://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries/book-to-browse/browse-libraries/
https://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries/book-to-browse/browse-libraries/
https://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries/book-to-browse/
https://www.livelifeaberdeenshire.org.uk/libraries/book-to-browse/


It seems a distant memory that we would meet on a 
Monday afternoon, once a month, to hear a 
speaker and enjoy each other’s company, but I trust 
that those days will return – one day and not too far 
away. 
 

In the meantime, let’s keep in touch as best we can whether it be 
by telephone, internet or a visit.  Now that restrictions have been 
eased slightly we can meet a couple of friends – perhaps in the 
Acorn Centre for a cuppa and a 
blether. 
 
If all goes well I hope to see you 
in the Acorn Centre this summer.   
I’ll be in touch.  In the meantime, 
just to whet your appetite – 
remember this?  Happy days! 

 

Ann-Marie Coleman 

 

 

PLANT SALE UPDATE   

As part of our rolling plant sale, Kenneth Gray is 

bringing in available plants to sell from the Acorn 

Centre.  Alternatively, to find out what he has 

available, please contact him on: 620658 or 

kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk. We will have some volunteers to 

deliver for those who can’t collect. If donating via online/mobile 

banking, please use the reference ‘plant sale’. 

  



ACORN CENTRE 

 

Just as Lockdown part 2 was a lot harder 

going than last year, so has reopening been 

more challenging this time around. The 

changes (that apparently weren't changes!) to social distancing once 

seated caused us some extra complications, but we managed to 

rearrange the seating in order to comply. Once again, this 

demonstrates the foresight in the original Acorn Centre team in 

designing such a flexible space!  

 

Customers have also been slower to 

return, with many citing waiting for 

their second jag before venturing 

out again. With better weather 

ahead I'm hoping that we see some 

more of our regulars back with us 

soon! What has been encouraging 

is the return of volunteers - some of whom we haven't seen for over 

a year. We are still working with a reduced number of volunteering 

slots, so it is easier to fill the rota from an increased pool.  

 

So, you can look forward to our 

unique brand of great food and 

excellent service when you visit! 

 
Mike 
 

 

 

 
 

 



UBUNTU - NOW OPEN 

 

I am pleased to say that, since re-opening, the supply 
chain has much improved and products are more 
readily available.  
 
Looking forward to spring/summer 
(when it eventually appears) check out 
the new summer fare for the garden - 
sun catchers, hand painted planters, 
gardening gloves etc.   
 
Treat yourself or someone else to a 
leather rainbow wallet, hand 
carved elephant within an elephant 
(very clever), straw shopping bag or 
the ever-popular bamboo socks – 
and more.   

 
 

New greeting cards are also in stock. Fair trade 
sugar is back in stock after a couple of years of 
unavailability. 
 
 

Thank you for continuing to choose 
Fairtrade and standing with the 
Fairtrade producers working hard 
to protect their communities and 
families at this very difficult time. 
 
Anthea 

  



Small Grants from Gratuities 

 

Like everyone else, we are gradually looking 

forward to the future.  So, a wee bit later than 

usual, we are looking at dispersing our small 

grants.  As always, this is possible due to the generosity of the 

volunteers, customers and staff of the Acorn Centre and we are 

hoping to present them in August or September, depending on the 

local conditions. 

 

Applications must be from the local area and for up to a maximum 

of £1,000.  Application forms can be obtained from the reception 

desk at the Acorn Centre or by emailing 

admin@theacorncentre.org.  These will be available from Monday 

7 June.  The closing date for applications is Wednesday 30 June.  

All applicants will be notified shortly thereafter.    

 

Morag Mitchell 

  

CHRISTIAN AID 10th-16th May 

2021 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation 

for Christian Aid week. 

Although the e envelope was a new thing for everyone £916 was 

given by this method. That is £1057.25 with gift aid. Ordinary 

envelopes raised £146. A sale of jigsaws online raised £32 and 

there are still some left if anyone is interested. 

We are hoping to do some more fundraising later in the year. 

Sheila 

  

mailto:admin@theacorncentre.org


ALL THINGS BRIGHT AND BEAUTIFUL …  (by Biff) 
 

Kenneth Gray’s ‘green fingers’ are well known to everyone who 

has been along to the Annual Plant Sale, so it was no surprise 

when I heard that he had identified a piece of ground behind the 

Church Hall which he thought might be useful in producing fruit 

and vegetables to support the Acorn Centre. 
 
The first job was to take down the leylandii and trees that 

overshadowed the plot……….. 
 

 
...and this revealed a 

sizeable piece of 

ground which could 

serve as a community 

garden.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
The next problem were all the 

tree roots which remained under 

the surface, however, with the 

help of a grant from 

Aberdeenshire Councils 

Community Food Fund, a 

digger was brought in to do the 

heavy work. 
 
. 



 
This was a great relief to the resettled New Scots who are 

looking forward to helping out with some of the weeding and 

general maintenance of the plot. Many of them had had 

gardens back in Syria and now are in flats without any outdoor 

space to grow things (although there are some flats in Inverurie 

with very productive window sills!) 
 
 

Gardens in the Middle East 

tend to include fountains, tiled 

areas and exotic plants. We are 

not sure that we will be able to 

recreate anything like the 

garden in this picture on the 

left, but we are looking forward 

to hearing ideas from the New 

Scots families and getting them 

involved in the planning, 

planting and overall design of 

the West Church Community 

Garden. 
 

Furniture in the West Church Garden 

will, more than likely, be made out of 

old pallets (see right) but a cuppa and 

a piece of cake will certainly always 

be on offer to any volunteer wanting 

to lend a hand either with joinery 

work; some dyke renovation; garden 

design; plants or weeding! 
 
We will keep you updated with developments as they take place 

over the coming months but would love to hear from you if you 

feel you could support this exciting venture in any way. 

Just get in touch!     biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk /  07587 705 641. 

mailto:biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk


Outreach Group – A Final Thank You  

The Inverurie Christian Outreach Group has been operating for 

more than 20 years. For around half of this period, our main focus 

has been on providing basic equipment to previously homeless 

people recently assigned permanent accommodation, so that they 

have essential kitchen, cleaning and bedding items to help them 

start out in their new homes.  

Although we have continued to supply duvets and pillows, 

cleaning materials, crockery and personal care packages over the 

last year or so, it was clear that our resources, both in terms of 

active members and finance, were dwindling to the point where the 

continued existence of the group was becoming very precarious. It 

was important to the few remaining members that the provision of 

“starter packs” to the recently homed should continue, as the need 

is still there and is likely only to grow. We were therefore delighted 

when the Rotary Club of Inverurie voted to adopt the project and 

take over where the Outreach Group leaves off. Our remaining 

funds have been transferred to the Rotary Club, and we will shortly 

hand over the keys to the council-owned garage which holds all out 

existing donations in kind. We have also offered our continued 

help if required.  

We would like to take this opportunity to express our very heartfelt 

thanks to the congregation of the West Church, as well as others in 

Inverurie, for their very generous and stalwart support over the 

years. And if you still have items you would like to donate, the 

members of the group formerly known as Outreach would still be 

happy to pass them on! 

CRADLE ROLL BIRTHDAYS  

Theodore Singer 

 



Mainly Music 
 

Mainly Music continues to be active as evident from the pictures 
below (and many more of these in the online Encounter). 

 

This photograph is from one of the Forest Fun 

sessions which the group organised. As you 

can see the weather was not kind. Jane says 

“we were literally ‘Singin' in the rain’ with 

our umbrellas! All great fun!”   The second 

session also went well.  As Jane says “We put on 

our dancing feet, went down to visit the deep, 

deep sea and went rowing in our boats. We even 

saw a crocodile. We finished with a bear hunt 

and lots and lots of bubbles!  We are going to do 3 more sessions (for 

the next 3 consecutive Tuesdays) and then we will finish for the 

summer”.  
 

This gorgeous photo is of Rhona’s grandson, 

Eben, who despite his early age has already 

been involved in some Mainly Music sessions 

in Inverness and is seen here clutching the 

puppet which the group here gave him. 

 

And another 

birthday … 

 

Robert was 4 on 

May 10th. As Robert's mum, Kim put it, 

"Ironman had a great day!"  Big sister 

Maren is the photo too.  
  

 

.   

 

 

  

 

  



ADDITIONAL PICTURES OF MAINLY MUSIC FOREST FUN! 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Hello from the Boys’ 

Brigade. 

  
 

This update is a little shorter than usual as the weather over a 

couple of weeks has prevented us from having our session 

meetings.  However, the Anchor Boys braved the elements one 

evening for 5 boys to continue with their badge work under the 

garage door. They have done very well and have started to 

introduce the Boys Brigade’ “Go Wild” challenges. Junior section 

completed a “Get into the Bible” challenge with a video and 

discussion about being grateful to God -which included the subject 

of doughnuts! The boys decorated a template and for their efforts 

received a nice iced doughnut for which they really were grateful. 

We did have an evening at Kellands Park and played golf-football 

and had penguin races which were a lot of fun. The Company 

section joined in that evening and had another evening with sports 

activities. We are all now going to concentrate on the “Go Wild” 

challenges which take us into the woods (weather permitting) for 

tracking skills, nature Bingo, blindfold rope trail, and many other 

fun tasks. Our two senior boys are working well to complete their 

company service requirements for their President’s badge. 

 

That’s all from us at present.  

 

 

Stay safe and well 

Boys’ Brigade Team 

  



PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Last month we asked for your photographs of ‘the heavens’ and 

Alan Harrow has provided these beautiful images and his 

interpretation of them. (Larger versions are in the online 

magazine).  

.   

Left – Viewpoint at Suie Hill 

(Alford to Clatt) looking 

north. It felt like the clouds 

were brushing your head. 

 

 

Below - Jokulsarlon Lagoon, 

Iceland. The icebergs are 

breaking off the glacier then 

drifting out of the lagoon and 

melting in the sea -one of the 

most peaceful and spiritual places I have had the privilege of 

photographing. 
 

 

Next month’s 

theme for 

photographs 
 

Next month, we would 

like you to send us 

photographs on the 

theme of ‘plants’.   

 

Please e-mail your photographs to 
encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org 
  

mailto:encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org


LARGER VERSION OF ALAN’S PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 



EMBRACE THE MIDDLE EAST  

Embrace the Middle East is an ecumenical charity 

which funds workers in the Middle East to support 

the lives and dignity of some of the most excluded 

and marginalised in their communities. As they 

say on their web site, “Where there is a need – for refuge, a home, 

for health care, for education, for justice and human rights – we, 

with our partners, aim to respond. We hope this contributes to a 

culture of human flourishing in a war-torn region”.  Currently the 

situation in the Middle East is horrendous and they have recently 

launched an appeal specifically to bring relief to those communities 

suffering in Gaza. If you feel you wish to support their work or 

find out more about how they are helping to heal wounds and 

transform lives you can visit their web site: https://embraceme.org/. 

 

North Aberdeenshire Foodbank  

Items the Foodbank would be particularly glad to receive include 

the following:  

Fruit Juice (1 Litre Long Life), Tinned Spaghetti, Tinned 

Tomatoes, Jam, Cereal Bars, Toothpaste, Shaving Kit 

(Razors/Shaving gel) Diluting Juice  

Please drop your donations at any of the following 

Inverurie locations: Tesco, Morrison’s, Poundland, 

McLeish’s, Marks & Spencer, Nemesis 

Kickboxing Academy, Co-op North Street, Co-op 

Burghmuir Road, Lidl, and the Royal Mail Sorting 

Office.   

Donations of money can be made on the website: 

https://aberdeenshirenorth.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-

money/ 

https://embraceme.org/
https://aberdeenshirenorth.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/
https://aberdeenshirenorth.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/


WAYS OF CONNECTING JUNE 2021    
  

Throughout June we will be continuing to hold and 

stream the 11 am service on Sundays from the 

church building, with people able to choose whether 

to join in person or online. Please choose whichever 

you feel more comfortable with at present. As far as 

we are aware, the current restrictions in terms of numbers, social 

distancing etc. will still be in place throughout the month.  

 

Zoom hospitality after our online services has been an important 

way to stay connected, so we will continue to offer this. It will start 

approximately 15 minutes after the end of the service, to allow 

those who have been in the church building who might wish to join 

(including Rhona) time to get home. Hospitality time usually lasts 

anywhere from 30-40 minutes. Feel free to join as and when you 

are able. You can get the link from Rhona or any of the regular 

attendees.  

 

If you would like to book to attend a Sunday service in-person 

you can do this by phoning the Acorn Centre (670850) between 

Tuesday and Friday or emailing 

admin@inveruriewestchurch.org by Friday. Please note we can 

only book one week at a time.  

 

If you are worshipping from home, you can connect as usual via 

the website and YouTube channels or access the service by phone 

on 01467 343790 (calls are charged at local rates).  
 

Sun 6 June 11 am combined in-building and online worship  

Zoom hospitality time will begin approximately 15 

minutes after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for 

the link.  

 

Tue 8 June 7.30 pm Kirk session via Zoom  

 



Wed 9 June 7.30 pm Zoom bible study  

 

Sun 13 June 11 am Combined in-building and online worship  

Zoom hospitality time will begin approximately 15 

minutes after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for 

the link.  

3.00 pm Junior Church - Zoom (nursery/early  

primary) 

4.00 pm Junior Church - Zoom (later primary/early  

secondary) 

Wed 16 June 7.30pm Zoom bible study 

 

Sun 20 June 11 am Combined in-building and online worship  

Zoom hospitality time will begin approximately 15 

minutes after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for 

the link.  

 

Sun 27 June 11 am Combined in-building and online worship  

Zoom hospitality time will begin approximately 15 

minutes after the service finishes. Contact Rhona for 

the link.  

 

Every Friday 11 am Friday Fly (Zoom link available from Rhona)

   Drop in for a blether any time between 11 and 12  

 

Encounter  If you have any material for Encounter 

email encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org by Wed 

16th June  

 

The Prayer Group continues to meet via WhatsApp. Prayer 

requests can be sent to olive.duncan@hotmail.co.uk or 

duncan.linda1@btinternet.com. 

 

CHURCH CONTACT ADDRESS - Our contact email address 

for those looking for help with collection/delivery of supplies or 

medication is help@inveruriewestchurch.org. 



  

WHO’S WHO AT THE WEST 
 

Minister 
Rev Rhona Cathcart 
r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

620285 

Session Clerks  Mark and Gillian Paterson 
sessionclerk@inveruriewestchurch.org 

625675 

Church and Acorn Centre 
Administration 

Judith Will 

admin@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

670850 

 

Church Officer 
Kenneth Gray 

kennethgray@hotmail.co.uk  

 

620658 
 

Rollkeeper 
Ann-Marie Coleman 
rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620378 

 

Life & Work 
Irene Jamieson 
irenejamieson@live.co.uk 

 

Safeguarding Co- 

ordinators 
Valerie Napier 
Gail Buchan 

623279 
622145 

 

Transport Co-ordinator 
 

Linda Mathers 
 

622586 

Acorn Centre 
Management Team 

Laura Gray 
lauragray25@btinternet.com 

 

620658 

Environmental Matters 
Team 

Joy Doorghen 
doorghens@hotmail.com 

 

620823 

 

Fabric Team 
Jim Lyle 
jimlyle@hotmail.co.uk 

 

624159 

Finance Team Alan Sharp sharp3@btinternet.com  

 

Treasurer 
Alison Blair 
treasurer@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620677 

Committed Giving 
Envelopes 

Cindy Farquhar 
Cindyfarquhar25@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

Gift Aid 
Mandy Aitken 
mandyaitken@sky.com 

 

07532 

487788 

 

Junior Church Team 
Biff Barrow 
biff.barrow@tiscali.co.uk 

 

623096 

 

Pastoral Care Team 
 Rev Rhona Cathcart 

 r.cathcart@inveruriewestchurch.org 

 

620285 

 

Social/Fundraising Team 
Joyce Petrie 
joycepetrie21@hotmail.com 

 

620932 
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CONGREGATIONAL ROLL 

 

Funerals:  

Alexander Burns (Dist.38) Died 20 April 2021 

Eileen Mackie (Dist.25) Died 12 May 2021 

Maureen Kemp (Dist.28) Died 17 May 2021 

  

Change of Address:  

Dorothy Susdorf From Dist.8 to Dist.28 

    

Please advise the Roll Keeper of any change of address: 

rollkeeper@inveruriewestchurch.org 

  

FLOWER CALENDAR JUNE 2021   

Convenor – Linda Duncan Tel. 620800. 

Sunday 6th June - Fran Nice 

              13th June – Linda & Donald McCreath. 

              20th June – Irene Jamieson & Linda Mathers 

              27th June – Robbie & Eileen Eunson. 

 

ENCOUNTER ONLINE - We are now back to 
producing and distributing Encounter in both print 
and online    If you have not already provided 
details of your e-mail and would like to ensure 
you receive the online version rather than print, 
please contact the Session Clerk (01467 625675) 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

We strive in Encounter to respect intellectual property rights. If  

you read or see anything which you feel infringes your copyright, please 

contact encounter@inveruriewestchurch.org, and the material will be 

removed immediately from the electronic version of the magazine. 


